certain indication of lacerated bladder. The incontinence of urine after delivery must be attributed to the bladder having lost its natural power of expulsion, both from previous over-distention, and from the injury done to the sphincter and neighbouring parts by the protracted state of the labour. I repeat, that the instruments had no concern in producing the fistulous opening.
The oval, or almost circular, shape of the aperture, evidently indicating loss of substance, militates so strongly against the idea of laceration, that no intelligent practitioner could possibly mistake it. In fact, the offensive smell which this patient had, both prior to and after delivery, indicated so certainly the existence of sloughing, that I think it perfectly unnecessary to adduce more evidence in'support of it. The separation of the slough occurred on the sixth or seventh day after parturition.
